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the popular course at home too, for Padilla was favorably
known and immensely popular in Panama City, as the
press accounts in that capital of the Rio proceedings amply
demonstrated.46 Dr. Fdbrega himself had spent many
years in the United States and like his chief, President
de la Guardia, had a reputation in Panama of being very
favorably disposed toward the Yanqui Republic and anx-
ious to fully collaborate with the Allies in the current war.
Prior to the opening of the conference the Argentine
Foreign Minister, Ruiz Guinazu, had conferred in Buenos
Aires with the foreign ministers of Bolivia, Paraguay,
Uruguay, and Chile, hoping to organize a bloc to oppose
the objectives of the majority of states who wished to
make a complete diplomatic, economic, and financial rup-
ture with aU three Axis powers. There is no doubt that
the Argentine government of the time was completely
dominated by the same pro-Fascist elements which we
noted as far back as the Lima Conference.47 Indeed, Act-
ing President Castillo, during the course of the Rio con-
ference, sternly overruled Ruiz Guinazu, after the Foreign
Minister had capitulated to the overwhelming sentiments
voiced by the other states to proceed with the proposal of
Mexico, Colombia, and Venezuela for a complete break in
relations with the Tripartite Powers.48 In spite of his pre-
liminary cajoleries Ruiz Guinazu had been unable to per-
suade Bolivia, Paraguay, or Uruguay to make a common
front with Argentina, and only Chile had shown any
interest in such a course of action.
Although, as we have stated, there was a strong demand
that the -nineteen republics favoring the original resolution
go ahead and adopt it, leaving Argentina and Chile to
their own devices, Stunner Welles, the U.S. delegate, was
of the view that a compromise was worth accepting to
save the unity upon which he felt certain the future of